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The goal of the Critical Think Tank CT2 project is to advance critical thinking and clinical reasoning of our 

students. We propose to do this by giving faculty and students the tools to reflect on and develop critical 

thinking and clinical reasoning skills. 

Background 

 

 Faculty, staff and students participating in the QEP Retreat in May 2015 concluded that one of the 

areas in which our students are not being adequately prepared is in the ability to think critically 

about problems and find solutions based on evidence.   

Supporting Evidence 

 Respondents to a 2015 faculty survey ranked a series of 18 skills based on how well we are 

preparing our students on each skill. Several skills commonly related to critical thinking ranked in 

the bottom half: skills to conduct research (18th), interpreting data (13th), engaging in evidence-

based practice (11th). 

 Participants in the spring 2015 Student Focus Groups expressed concern that they are not as well 

prepared in critical thinking and clinical reasoning as they would like to be. One student said: 

 “…the curriculum does a poor job [of teaching critical thinking]…When you get to the 

third year there are all these pieces that need to be connected.”  

Proposed Activities 

 Offer faculty enrichment activities and curricular development to faculty who want to learn to 

teach in ways that will develop our students’ critical thinking abilities.  

 Develop and implement experiential capstone project/activities customized for each program that 

challenge students to engage in critical thinking and reasoning.  These activities can range from 

projects to case studies; and, are best if they are school/program specific, targeted toward 

material just covered, the same for all students in a given cohort, and integrated into a program’s 

curriculum each semester. 

 Award faculty course redesign grants allowing them the time they need to revise their 

teaching practice; and, recognize faculty who are already teaching in ways that foster 

critical thought. 

Strategic Importance 

 Critical thinking and reasoning skills are cited as expected student learning outcomes in annual 

assessment reports of numerous HSC programs.  Additionally, critical thinking is a required core 

competency of undergraduate programs by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. 
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