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The goal of the Interprofessional Teams: Collaborative Learning to Improve Communication 

Knowledge and Skills (IT CLICKS) project is to prepare our students to communicate effectively with 

peers, other professionals, patients, and the public through interprofessional teamwork.  

Background 

 At the May 2015 QEP retreat participants identified communication skills (both written and oral) 

and interprofessionalism as areas in which Health Science Center students are not adequately 

prepared. Over the past year, as these two topics developed, members of the QEP Topic Teams 

came to believe that they were really one topic and the two teams merged and together designed 

the IT CLICKS project. 

Supporting Evidence 

 In a spring 2015 faculty survey, respondents (90 percent) said they believe that interprofessional 
education is of vital importance to our students’ success; but, only about one-third (36 percent) 
of respondents reported that it is relatively easy for students to find opportunities to work with 
students in other healthcare/research fields. 

 In the same 2015 faculty survey, participants where asked if our students are being adequately 
prepared on each of a list of 18 skills. They ranked students’ level of preparation in oral and 
written communication skills among the bottom 10. 

Proposed Activities 

 Develop a team-based curriculum in which students learn how to communicate effectively with a 
variety of audiences while honing their team-work skills. 

 Organize a team of faculty to develop and guide the team-based curriculum under the guidance 
and support of a director of interprofessional education. 

Strategic Importance 

 The Health Science Center’s 2013-2017 Strategic Vision for education specifically mentions 
interprofessionalism as a strategy for strengthening our curricular programs and meeting future 
needs of the workforce.  

 Interprofessionalism is frequently a standard for professional accreditors and has become a major 
national, state, and system-wide priority over the past decade. 
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